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A CLASSICAL WORK ON CHINA
THE TRAVELS IN TARTARY, THIBET AND CHINA
Of

New

Edition.

From

MM. HUC

Cloth, $2.00 (los.).

Read
"The work made

i

GABET
loo Illustrations.

688 Pages.

in Oriental Style.

Vol., Cloth, ^1.25 (5s.) net.

Work.— One

Fascinating

and
Vols.

Handsomely Bound

Popular Edition,

A Truly

Two

the French.

of the

the Following

Most Popular Books

of All Times.

Commendatory Notices:

Although China and the other countries of the Orient have
been opened to foreigners in larger measure in recent years, few observers as keen and as well qualified to
put their observations in finished form have appeared." The IVatchmati.
a profound sensation.

"The book

is a classic, and has taken its place as such, and few classics are so interesting.
It desame shelf as Lane's Modern Egyptians. These reprints ought to have a large sale.
have more readers than the missionary adventures of Abbe Hue and his no less daring comThe Catholic News.

serves to be put on the

Few books
panion."

—

will

" Fools,

it is known, dash in where angels fear to tread, and there are also instances of missionaries
dashing in where intrepid and experienced travellers fail. Such was the case with MM. Hue and Gabet,
the two mild and modest French priests who, fifty years ago, without fuss, steadily made their untortured
way from China across Thibet and entered L'hassa with the message of Christianity on their lips. It is
true that they were not allowed to stay there as long as they had hoped but they were in the Forbidden
Land and the Sacred City for a sufiicient time to gather enough facts to make an interesting and very valuable book, which on its appearance in the forties (both in France and England) fascinated our fathers much
in the way that the writings of Nansen and Stanley have fascinated us. To all readers of Mr. Lander's
new book who wish to supplement the information concerning the Forbidden Land there given, we can
recommend the work of M. Hue. Time cannot mar the interest of his and M. Gabet's daring and successful
The Academy.
enterprise."
;

"The

descriptions of the perils and difficulties of travel, of the topography and of climatic phenomHow wonderfully has the Catholic missionary penetrated the least
lands
Rarely well qualified to travel, frequently frail of body and simple of mind, he has, through
sheer earnestness of purpose, made his way, where strength, experience, and cunning fail. The Open
Court Co. has certainly done well in bringing out an English version of Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and
China ... at this time." Prof. Frederick Starr, in New Unity.
ena, are remarkably simple and vivid.

known

I

" One of the most striking books that have ever been written on the East is the one, here reprinted, of
the travels of the Jesuit missionaries Gabet and Hue in Tartary, China, and Thibet, over fifty years ago.
The modesty as well as the fulness of the narrative strikes the reader with astonishment, in view of the in-

credible difficulties of the camel journey, the ease with which they were overcome, the abundance and
novelty of the information obtained, and the combined picturesqueness, impersonality, and humility of
The Critic.
these two accomplished priests."

"The interest in the territory treated in this volume is just now immense, on account of the imminency of the partition of China by the governments of Europe." Sunday School Library Bulletin.
"Once one takes up the volumes, it is hard to shake oneself free from the gentle spell of his narraand when the last page is turned down and we leave the two kindly priests on their homeward journey,
boundaries of China, we want to go with them every remaining step of the way, live in their tents,
share their scanty handfuls of meal, and enjoy with them a whimsical smile at the dilemmas and advenof
each succeeding day." Law List of United Commercial Lawyers.
tures
tive,

at the

THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING
London

:

Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner &

CO.,

3./D"ea*;C^„st.

Co., Ltd.

''-^m^smm^

The Open Court
A

MONTHLY MAGAZINE

Devoted to the Science of Religion, the Religion of Science, and
the Extension of the Religious Parliament Idea.

VOL. XIV.

(NO. 9.)

SEPTEMBER,

NO. 532

1900.

Copyright by The Open Court Publishing Co.,

1900.

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
BY THE EDITOR.
[This sketch of Greek mythology

is

not intended to be exhaustive.

It is

de-

signed to serve as an introduction to the significance of Greek mythology solely,
incidentally giving a bird's eye view of the religion of classical Greece

and a charand importance. The philduly emphasised, and the data

acterisation of the several divinities according to rank

osophical and the moral trend of Hellenic beliefs

is

necessary to comprehend the religious spirit of the ancients are detailed in
cient completeness to allow

any one unfamiliar with Greek mythology

suffi-

to gain a

general knowledge of the subject.]

INTRODUCTORY.

LOVE

enemies is commonly regarded as an exclusively Christian virtue, and Oriental scholars actually encounter difficulties
in finding credence for their assertions that the same injunction is
found in the teachings of ancient Asiatic sages, notably in the doctrines of Lao-Tse and Buddha.
Obviously the noble sentiment
that pervades the Sermon on the Mount is much more universal
than is generally assumed it seems to have developed spontaneously everywhere, making its appearance at a certain stage of completion, at the pleroma or fulfilment of ideals, at the time of moral
of

;

maturity, as the natural result of the religious evolution of rational
beings.

methods

Our Teutonic ancestors rigorously condemned

all

foul

advantage of enemies and frequently even granted
chances to weaker foes.
The Indians of North America are still
in the habit of doing the same.
But it is generally ignored and
sometimes even denied that the ethics of pagan antiquity ever
reached the high plane of Christian sentiments.
Nevertheless, the
sages of Greece, the typical representatives of paganism, are full
of the noblest morality, evidences of which are even more numerous in their writings than in the New Testament.
of taking
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In this sketch of

Greek

religion

and mythology we shall take

pains to quote selections of such passages and shall add to the
translation the original words, so as to leave no doubt in sceptic

minds

as to the prevalence of Christian morality, so called,

among

pre-Christian pagans.

The path on which Greek

religion travelled to its goal

was

not the bold flight of prophets and preachers, as was the case with
the

Hebrews

ods of

art,

in Palestine

;

it

reached the higher plane by the meth-

the love of the beautiful, the reverence for scientific truth,

and the earnestness

of philosophical speculation.

I5*Tf5^fia"rifif

Temple of Pallas Athene at

tEgina.

(From Baumeister's Deiikmiiler des klassischen Alterthmtis,^

Vol.

I.,

p. 261.)

Nothing can be more characteristic of the Greek mind than
the expression " Kalokagathia " ( KaAoKdya^ia) which means literally
the virtue of beauty and goodness, but denotes actually the highest

perfection of morality.
to the ancient

The term "beautiful" was more

Greek than

to other nations, for

it

significant

always included

moral loveliness.

The Greek

spirit,

always aspiring and

at

poised, always varied in expression and at the
1

Hereafter referred

to

by the abbreviation B. D.

same time selfsame time harmoni-

the
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becoming monotonous, is
and public buildings as well as in magnifiThe Greeks created a type in art
cent marble statues of the gods.
which is the natural idealised, and thus the purely human appears
as a revelation of the divinity of man.
ous, never given to exaggeration nor

shown

forth in temples

Religion transfigured the entire

gods were everywhere

:

life. of

ancient Greece.

in the temples, in the senate, in the

place, in the theater, in the

homes

The

market-

of the poorest citizens.

The

mural paintings of Pompeii and Herculaneum prove that even the
pantry was not devoid of gods.

Jemtle ov Zeus at Akrai.as,

Owing
the

Greek

to the significant part

religion,

we cannot

(

/>

,

/'

,

p

jyj

which beauty

of

1

form plays

in sketching its evolution

in

dispense

with the artistic representations of the Greek deities, which, though
sensuous, became transfigured by the

artist's ideals and sanctified
by the thinker's depth of comprehension. We accordingly propose
to reproduce here the most famous statues and pictures of the several Greek deities and to exhibit thus their various characteristic

conceptions, not only in the highest types of artistic perfection,

but also in

some

struggle of

an insight
and indicate the

of their archaic forms, so as to facilitate

into the historical

Greek

development

of

Greek

religion

artists for the realisation of their ideals.
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THE OPPORTUNITIES OF GREECE.
Greek religion was originally mere nature-worship. The personified powers of existence were invoked, propitiated, and adored,

I?
S i
"^
ft-

S

o

and every district had its own mythology, sufficiently differentiated
by local coloring, but having the same trend wherever the Greek
language was spoken.

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
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Greek tribes were still savages for
mentioned as having taken place even as late
as the Homeric age. But humaner conceptions spread rapidly and

human

of history the

;

sacrifices are

led to a nobler interpretation of religious traditions.

Greek mythology, as understood by the masses, degenerated
through literalism, but, as interpreted by philosophers, attained in
It is
the golden age of Greek history a rare purity and loftiness.
customary to call attention to the crudities of the mythological
dress and to condemn the Greek religion as pagan, but the noble
applications which the Greek sages made of their traditions are
scarcely ever mentioned and are little heeded.

Temple of Athena at Priene.
{B. D..

The legends

of ancient

I.,

p. 276.)

Greece gradually led up

to the

mono-

theism of a belief in the fatherhood of Zeus, as the one uncreated

The gods who in the earlier
phases of Greek mythology had been the equals of Zeus, became in
the more advanced stage like angels or messengers standing before
his throne, or were conceived as manifestations of his power, identical with him in their essence
and the accounts of the origin and
adventures of Zeus were then treated as mere folklore, no longer
deemed worthy of credence except in a symbolical sense.

creator and ruler of the Universe.

;

THE OPEN COURT.
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Further, it is noteworthy that the idea of divine sonship was
understood in almost a Christian sense. The son of God, whether
Apollo, Dionysos, Hermes, or Heracles, served as a revealer of

^ >

truth, as a

mediator between

God and men, and

addition, the Dionysos and Adonis

Christian conception of a
benefit of

as a savior.

In

myths very plainly indicate the
God who dies and is resurrected for the

mankind, so that

all

may

live in

him.

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
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>^.23.
Group of Greek
(From Taylor,

Divinities.

Eleusi?iia)i Mysteries, p. 168.)

Hephaestos, Athene, and the Seasons Offering Wedding Presents to
Young Couple.
(Relief in the Villa Albani.

After Zoega Bassiril,

\

::Mf

The

Divinities Presiding

(Fresco in Pompeii.

D -^^o«-

I.,

52.)

Over the Home.

/fist., III., 6a.

B. D.,

II., p.

811.)
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And how did Greece gain her prominence among the nations?
The tribes of Hellas, who were still in a semi-savage state
when Egypt and Chaldaea had

attained to a high state of civilisa-

were visited by Phoenician ships, and thus Eastern culture
was introduced among the inhabitants of the islands and coasts of
the ^gean Archipelago. It quickly took root there and developed
a new independent civilisation, favored above all by the liberty that
tion,

prevailed in these parts of the world, almost inaccessible to the
great conquerors that rose on the Nile and in the land between the

two

rivers.

The geographical

situation of Greece developed in

itants the seafaring instinct

Full statue.

its

inhab-

and brought them into contact with

all

Bust of statue.

Aristotle of the Palace Spada, at Rome.
(Visconti, pi. 20, 2 and 3.)

Fugitives from the East were
nations of the Mediterranean Sea.
welcome, and their superior knowledge was hailed as a revelation,
taking root in the minds of the people and spreading rapidly over
the whole country.
Transplantation of ideas to a new soil, unhampered by the
venerable power of ancient institutions, seems to be an essential
Whenever the main principles of an old
condition for progress.
civilisation take a new start in the hearts of an unprejudiced people
whose conceptions of life have not as yet become fixed and are still
plastic enough to admit of ventures into new fields, human ideals
appear to have a good chance of being better realised and of producing a higher type of culture than before.
Greece in those days of remote antiquity was not unlike the
New World. It was a land of liberty, of refuge, of courageous enter-

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
prise, of progress.
of

Hence

its

rapid development and the proud rise

republicanism, the ideals of which

soul of

made

itself

felt,

the

in

personified sky, the earth, the sea

eign influence

upon the

traces

a little toward the building-up

on the western shores of the Atlantic.^
of Greece seem to have worshipped

The prehistoric inhabitants
same gods as other pagans

the

left indelible

mankind and contributed not

of the great republic

521

;

same stage

of culture, the

but as soon as a beneficial

sometimes bringing out new and

a deeper significance,

for-

the vernacular traditions developed
loftier ideas,

leading up to a philosophical world-conception which found
realisation in Socrates

and

its

spokesman

its

in Plato.

f^^^

Two Busts
(Both in the Capitol at Rome.

Greek
tian,

religion

is

of Homer.

After Visconti, Iconogr. gr.,

cosmopolitan.

pi.

I.,

i

and

4.)

Vestiges of Phoenician, Egyp-

Thracian, Syrian, and even Assyrian and Indian legends can be

traced in Greek mythology.

But the

lively intercourse

among

the

various Hellenic tribes and cities assimilated the conflicting stories

and produced upon the whole an agreement as
that played an important part in practical
tions only on questions which touched

life,

to all those deities

leaving contradic-

problems

of

an abstruse

character, or were too indifferent to call for a definite settlement.
1

While glancing through Turgot's works my eye

lighted on a passage

which contained a

Speaking of the development of civilisation, he compares the Phoenician colonies, Carthage, etc., to the colonies in America, saying " elles (les colonies Pheniciennes) firent
similar allusion.

ce que

quefera unjour I'Am^riqw" [GZuvres, If, p. 602.) He meant prob.
we can scarcely assume that he foresaw all the changes which took
His words are nevertheless a remarkable prophecy.

fit

depuis Carthage,

ce

ably the French colonies, and
place.
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Many

ideas reaching Greece from foreign countries were mis-

new conceptions that developed were
Thus, for instance, the Egyptian notion of
the Sphinx^ {Jni in Egyptian), which was the emblem of Hor-emakhu, i. e., Horus in the Horizon, changed into a symbol of mystery, denoting mainly the riddle of life, the problem of the human
soul, which according to the legend was solved by CEdipus.
To us later-born generations the transition from Phoenician
and Egyptian beliefs to Greek modes of conceiving the divine appears as a decided advance but we should bear in mind that considering the matter from the point of view of the Asiatics, our judgunderstood, but even then the

happy and thoughtful.

;

Ancient vase-picture. (From

CEdipus and the Sphinx.
Stoll, Sagen dcs Jdassischen AltertJunns,

I., p.

270.)

Assyrian priests would have felt
quite different.
by the elegant and merely human beauty of the Greek gods
they would have contended that all the power of religion, all its
depth and grandeur, were gone. The divine had ceased to be
superhuman and had been degraded into commonplace rationalism the incomprehensible and awful mysteries had been debased
into trivial, shallow truisms of personified natural forces and empty
abstractions.
Even to-day the Hindu can see no divinity in the

ment would be
chilled

;

;

l.The Greek word a^iy^ meant "the strangler," and the Sphinx was said to destroy every
one who could not solve its question, " Who is it that walks first on four feet, then on two, and
finally on three ? " — the answer being, " Man."
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Greek god and prefers his multifacial, many-handed
more expressive, more indicative of the supernatural,

Statue of a

idol as being

and more properly
question,

We

religious.

will not enter

deeply into this

but only point out that progress necessarily appears

as a degeneration

from the standpoint

of the old culture,

and may

respects actually suffer losses, which in a certain sense are

in

some

to

be regretted.

we need not

But progress

for all that

Thus

fear its changes.

more so the

remains an advance, and

the old Anglo-Saxon and

still

old Gothic languages were possessed of a wealth of

forms almost as rich as the Greek, and the development of modern
English, in spite of the unfoldment of a beautiful literature, appears from a purely linguistic standpoint with respect to grammar
and inflexions as nothing less than a degeneration.
Progress is a building-up of new and higher or broader forms
of life

and

of thought.

is

frequently accompanied by a decay of the old

This law manifests

itself in

modes

the origin of Greek mythol-

ogy from pre-Hellenic religious notions as well also as in the period
The
of its decadence when it was swallowed up in Christianity.
same law holds good still, marking every step in the evolution of
human thought and endeavor.

GREEK COSMOGONY.
The name Homer means
doubts the theory that he

is

"collector," and no

the eighth century before Christ,

name

scholar

now

Hesiod lived in
but the Theogony which goes by

a legendary person.

and Odyssey, a compilation of various
and the student of the evolution of religious thought, the Theogony did not receive the same
careful final redaction as the great epics of Homer, and thus there
are left in it a great number of significant crudities and contradic
his

traditions.

is,

like the Iliad

Happily

for the historian

tions.

Homer and Hesiod

are the great unifiers of the ancient tradi-

tions of Greece, for they gave final shape to the mythological views

In this sense the statement of Herodotus is true
two poets have formed the characters of the Greek gods
and determined their relationships.
In the beginning, so Hesiod tells us in the Theogony, the world
was a chaos and in it was formed the broad earth Gaea, and under
neath it, Tartaros, the Nether World. All the while in the an
archical fermentation of aboriginal Chaos, Eros, or Love, was stir
ring, as the principle of attraction, the same fair god who moves

of their nation.

that these
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human

hearts and

makes them seek one another with tender devo-

tion.

Chaos

is

commonly, and perhaps

without form and void, but
potential reality.

its

The word

is

rightly,

regarded as being

essential feature consists in being

derived from the verb

;^aiV£iv

or

)i«OYMtNH«PON0I lAIAlOHYUtlAOMflPOi MY130I

The Apotheosis
Relief

made by Archelaos

of Priene.

Roscher,
Xao-Kciv,

of Homer.'

(Overbeck, Gesch.
II., p.

d.

gr. PL,

p. 465.

3266.)

"to yawn," and means the yawning abyss from which ex-

istence develops.
1 Below we see Homer receiving the homage of mortals.
Above, Zeus is seated on Olympos
surrounded by the nine Muses led by Apollo Musagetes. The tenth female figure, the one nearest
o Zeus, is probably Mnemosyne, the mother of the Muses.

;

;

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
Hesiod proceeds
and Nyx (night), who

to tell that

Chaos begot Erebos (darkness)

in their turn

brought forth ^ther

and Hemera, or Day.
Night, as might be expected, is the mother
Hesiod says
including punishment and death.
pure

525

(i.

e.,

the

air of a clear sky),

"Night bare

also hateful Destiny,

likewise, she bare the tribe of

of all evil

powers,

:

and black Fate, and Death

Dreams

;

these did the god-

gloomy Night, bear after union with none. Next again
Momos [envy] and Care, full of-woes, and the Hesperides
[the children of evening] whose care are the fair golden
apples beyond the famous ocean, and trees yielding fruit
and she produced the Destinies, and ruthlessly punishing
Fates, Klotho, Lachesis, and Atropos, who assign to men at
who also pursue transtheir births to have good and evil
gressions both of men and gods, nor do the goddesses ever
cease from dread wrath, before that, I wot, they have repaid some vengeance to him, whosoever shall have sinned.
Then bare pernicious Night Nemesis [vengeance] also, a
woe to mortal men and after her she brought forth Fraud, The Goddess Night.
and Wanton-love, and mischievous Old Age, and stubborn(Taylor, p. 168.)
hearted Strife.
But odious Strife gave birth to grievous
Trouble, and Oblivion, and Famine, and tearful Woes, Contests and Slaughters
Fights and Homicides, Contentions, Falsehoods, Words, Disputes, Lawlessness
and Ruin, intimates one of the other, and the Oath, which most hurts men on the
dess,

,

;

:

earth,

whensrever one has svvorn voluntarily a perjured oath."

(After Conze, Gutter

und

Ileroengestalten,

II., pi. 56, fig. 2.

Roscher,

p.

15S3.

Gaea, the earth, then gave birth to Pontes, the sea, and Uranos,

the sky.

Pontos begot Nereus,i the father

iThe word
eficent deity.

is

connected with

vaOs, ship,

of the

Greek mermaids

and means the Navigable. Nereus

is

a friendly

ben
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called Nereids, 1

among whom Amphitrite,

Thetis,

Panope, and

Galatea are best known.

Ni
Colossal Bust found in Naples

Amphitrite
Thetis as

its

may be

;

now

in the Vatican.

(B.

/).

,

II,, p.

913.)

characterised as the soughing of the ocean,

depth, Panope, the unlimited view to the horizon, and

lAlso called Dorids, after their mother Doris, a daughter of Okeanos.
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Triton Family.
(Enlarged, after Wicar's Galerie de Florence.)

Okeanos with Three Okeanids, Presumably Representing
Europe, and Libya.
(Bronze Relief

in the British

Museum.

Asia,

After ArcJi. Zeitg., 1S84, plate

2, 2.)
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Galatea (i. e., milkwhite), the beauty of the breakers in the surf;
hence the latter is represented as a coquettish girl who teases and
flirts

with Polyphemos, chief of the Cyclops, the one-eyed thundercloud hovering on the rocky
shore.

The

another

Tritons,

of the bil-

personification

lows, frequently appear in

company

the

mari-

of the

time divinities.

Gaea
series

of

now produces

a

beings begotten

partly by Pontos and partly
b}'

Uranos, among

the

Titans,

whom

hundred-

the

handed monsters, and the
Cyclops are the most prominent.

There are twelve Timale and six fe-

tans, six

They

male.

are

Koios,

Krios, Hyperion, Japetos,

Okeanos, and Kronos
their

sisters

are

;

and

Theia,

Rhea, Themis, Mnemosyne,
Phoebe, and Tethys.
The word "Titans,"
according to the opinion
of Greek poets and grammarians, is derived from
Tcivetv, to stretch, to reach
out for; and is commonly
interpreted to

mean "the

aspiring

the

ones."

Aphrodite of Melos

or

daring

Although our

sical

philologists

lieve

that

the

now

clas-

be-

traditional

derivation

of the

wrong,

is

word

is

even to-day
used in the sense of Ueber>ncnsc]i, a man of unusual power, the
"overman " of the first act of Goethe's "Faust," and the strong,
bold intellectual

man

it

of the future, of Nietzsche.
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As children

of Uranos the Titans are called Uranids.^
Okeanos, the all-surrounding ocean, is the ancestor of the
Okeanids.
His wife is Tethys^ and his daughter Amphitrite (the
same who is also enumerated among the Nereids) is married to
Poseidon and becomes the mother of the Tritons.^

URANOS AND KRONOS.
The Titans

are the forerunners of the gods, and the legend tells

us that Uranos, the father of the Titans, offended his wife, Gaea, by
not suffering her children to live, but

throwing them back upon their mother.
She requested her sons to take vengeance upon their unnatural father, but

no one dared to rebel against the mighty
Uranos except Kronos, the cleverest of
them, who was full of cunning. Kronos
attacked his father, Uranos, from behind,
while the latter was visiting his wife,
Gaea,

and wounded him mortally, de-

priving him of his creative power.

From

upon the earth
Archaic Aphrodite.
originated a number of untoward deRelief from the Villa Albana.*
mons, among them the Erinyes, or FuThe Erinyes represent the
ries, the giants and the ash-spirits.
pangs of a bad conscience, and the ash-spirits are supposed to
the blood that dripped

The Birth of Aphrodite Anadyomene near the Island of Cythera.
(From Taylor, Eleusinian and Bacchic Mysteries, p. 229.)
be the evil-mongers among the tree-fairies, because lances are made
The legend of the mutilation of Uranos was apparently

of ash.

1 Aphrodite, the goddess of love, too, is sometimes called a daughter of Uranos and bears
therefore the name Urania; but the commoner version of the origin of Aphrodite will be men
tioned farther on.
2Tethys, though similar in character, must not be confused with Thetis.
3 According to Homer xiv, 246, Okeanos with his aboriginal floods is the father of all things

and would take the place of Chaos.
•

MUller-Wieseler, D. a.

A'.,

plate

24., n. 257.

Roschar, L,

p. 399.

,
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invented to account for the idea,
that after the world

commonly accepted

as a fact,

had been created, the creator discontinued
creating
ative

new worlds,

faculty

the cre-

being

then

transferred to sexual propagation.

The

creative faculty of

the god was transferred to
the billows of the sea, from

whose
or

froth rose Aphrodite,

Venus,

the

She

goddess of

accompanied
by her son, Eros, and the
three graces, Himeros (i. e.
longing), Pothos (i. e., desire), and Peitho (i. e., perlove.

is

suasion).

perhaps noteworthy
Eros is not
related, but when Aphrodite
originates he makes his appearance together with her
a"s his mother.
Eros is commonly represented as the son of Aphrodite, and is called the young
It is

that the birth of

est

among

This,

the gods.

however, does not alter the
fact

ciple

that
of

he was the princreation

as

told

above, and that he appeared
first

that

at

the

beginning as
by which

principle

Chaos, which according to
ts etymology does not seem
to signify disorder but potentiality, developed into an
\'ii.\u.s

Genetkix.

orderly universe. Sometimes

Aphrodite after Alexandrian prototypes
(Louvre.

Bouillon, A/us.,

I.,

n.)

the two concepts of Eros are
distinguished,

they are confounded.

among

The

sometimes

older Eros, representing the attraction

the atoms as a universal principle of nature, has never be-

;
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come an

object of

art,

a concrete personality.
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and has therefore not been developed into
The younger Eros, however, is regarded

as his actualisation just as Jesus

is

conceived as the incarnation of

the Logos that was in the beginning.

Eros

is

frequently repre-

sented together with Psyche, the representation of the

human

soul

and the story of Eros and Psyche is perhaps the most beautiful in
all Greek mythology.
Uranos, being defeated by Kronos, ceases to play a significant
part in the story of the gods.
He loses his power and curses his

Kronos and Rhea.

From

the Capitolinian altar.

(After Overbeck's Ktinst-Myth. Atlas,

Roscher, Ley

3,

1563)

Thus Uranos
government of the world, and Kronos reigned in his stead.
Uranos is not as yet a real mythological figure he was never
worshipped in Greece and is merely a product of philosophical
son, prophesying that a similar fate will befall him.
lost the

;

reflexion.

Kronos, whose reign

now

begins, married his sister, Rhea,

who

bore to him three daughters, Hestia, Demeter, and Hera, and three
sons. Hades, Poseidon, and Zeus.

Kronos may

fairly

be supposed to be a foreign, presumably a

Phoenician, deity; for the legend

tells

that he, like the Phoenician
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Moloch, demanded the

sacrifice of children,

and Hesiod, following

the traditions of his home, the Island of Crete, relates that the old

god was in the habit of eating his own offspring. The philosophers
Greece identified Kronos with Chronos, time, and explained his
inhuman conduct in the sense that time swallows whatever it pro-

of

Amaltheia Nursing the Zeus-Child.
(Henndorf and Schone, Ant. Bilder

d. Lat.

Mus.,

Roscher,

p. 16.

I.,

263.)

duces, and this interpretation, however doubtful the etymology of
the word Kronos,' has been accepted and is current even to-day.

ZEUS AND HIS BROTHERS.
Whether

or not

Kronos was an Oriental deity or personified

time, the fact remains that while there are very few traces of Kro1

than

The derivation
its

of

connexion with

Kronos from
xfi6vo<;,

time.

xpaiVtii' in

the sense of maturing

See Preller, R. M.,

p. 51.

is

not

much more probable
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nos-worship in Greece, and those that exist are neither ancient nor
unquestionably indigenous, Zeus is always called Kronion, or
Kronid, i. e., the son of Kronos and Cretan traditions preserved
;

1^^^

ilT^fe

5

^

<

c

s z

by Hesiod relate how Rhea, after having

lost five children

through

the cannibalism of her husband, anxious to preserve the sixth child,
ICn. Domitius Ahenobarbus, who had charge of Bithynia under M. Antonius, 40 B. C, placed
it is therefore probable that Skopas made it for a Po

this piece of art in a temple at Rome, and
seidon temple of Bithynia.
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The Marriage of Poseidon with Amphitrite.
(Continuation of the frieze on the preceding page.)

Poseidon and Amymone.
(Pompeian Fresco.

Mus. Borbon.,

VI., i8.

ON GREEK RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY.
was none other than Zeus,
unsuspecting lord a stone wrapped up in swaddling
indigestible food, however, turned the stomach of
threw up the five elder children. Hades, Poseidon,
the new-born babe that
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handed

to her

clothes.

The
who
Deme-

the god,

Hestia,

In the meantime
and Hera, and thus restored them to life.
Zeus was secretly reared by nymphs, with the milk of the goat

ter,

Am\m(ine, Poseidon's
(Considerably enlarged from a Florentine
Florence,

I.,

Wife

Gem.

After Wicar, Galeric de

pi. gi.)

Amaltheia, bees providing him with honey; while the Kuretes, the
servants of Rhea, drowned the cries of the infant with the incessant
noise made by beating their swords upon their shields. As soon as

Zeus had attained to manhood, he combated his barbarous father,
and slew him, whereupon the universe was divided between himself
and his two brothers. The Under World, the realm of the dead, fell
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to the grim Hades, ^ the invisible, so called because he stalks about
unseen and his empire cannot be detected by the eye of mortal man.
The sea was allotted to the rough Poseidon, but the best part, the
Zeus
inhabited earth and the heavens, was reserved for Zeus.
selected as his residence Mount Olympos whence he and the other
celestial gods derived the name Olympians.
Though Hades and
Poseidon are independent in their domains, they always obey their
younger brother whose superiority is never questioned.

Poseidon.

Mosaic found

The

at

Palermo.

(After Overbeck, Atlas,

XL,

8.

B. D., 1391

older powers in the formation of the world, the blind

became jealous of the ascendancy of the new
and more cultured gods, and so Briareus, Kottos, and Gyes with a
swarm of other earthborn giants attacked the Olympians in a fierce
combat, but Zeus smote them with his thunderbolts, last of all the
youngest-born and most terrible son of the earth, Typhoeus.
forces of nature, soon

'Ai8>;s

from

ihilv, to see,

and

a,

privative.
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Zeus Conquering the Giants.
(Athenion's gem.

GiGANTOMACHY

;

After Miiller-Wieseler,

OR,

From an

II., 3, 3417.)

THE GlANTS STORMING HeAVEN.
ancient Greek frieze.

Zeus Conquering Typhoeus.
Picture on an antique water pitcher.

(B. D., 2135.)
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There

is

no need

of

mentioning

all

the love adventures in

Most of
which, according to the poets, the great Zeus engaged.
them are local nature-myths telling the story of the fertilisation of
the earth by the rain-spending heaven in various ways and using
different

names.

Zeus was the

chief deity of the

Greek Pantheon, and remained

so until Christianity degraded his majesty and repudiated belief in

Archaic Zeus.

Zeus Meilichios.

Bronze figure found at Olympia.'
(From Aus^rabun^en, V., 27.)

Colossal head found on the
island of Melos.'-'

him as idolatry. Greek hymns praise him in terms which, in their
way, are sometimes not inferior in theological conception to the
psalms of the Hebrew, indicating how near the Greek mind had
come to producing a pure monotheism and how worthily the Greek
poets expressed the idea of the fatherhood of Zeus.
1

This picture, probably a votive

figure,

represents the oldest type of Zeus, naked and throw

ing the thunderbolt.
2

See Overbeck, Kunstmythologic, 87. His interpretation, however,
pi. 29) claims the head for /Esculapius.

[Desc, HI.,

is

doubted and M. More

